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Shang Dynasty (c.  1523-<r. 1027 B. c.)
The Hsia dynasty was succeeded by the Shang which
established its capital   at Anyang   sometime between
1500 and 1200 B. c.   The name of the dynasty also they
changed from Shang to Yin.    The ancient capital Any-
ang stood in the northern part of the Honan province.
Recent archaeological excavations in those parts have
brought a few interesting facts to light.   They have dis-
closed that the Chinese of the Shang-Yin period were
not merely industrious agriculturists but also builders of
walled cities and towns.    They had become masters of
the arts of melting and casting metals.   They had deve-
loped the bronze   industry and were making bronze
cermonial   vessels   of exquisite   workmanship.    Like-
wise they had developed the ceramic and decorative
arts and discovered the use of glaze.    Their language
with a pretty pictographic script had already become
well-developed.    Inscriptions on  the unearthed arti-
crafts reveal that during that period the foundation
was laid for much of the later development of Ghin'ese
culture, and a scanty  literature   was   produced.    A
few specimens in the forum of odes and declarations
are found in the Shih Ching (Book of Songs] and the
Shu Ching (Document of History}.
The Shang-Yin dynasty too like the Hsia met
its end through the reckless vice and cruelty of a
tyrant (Ghou-sin with his queen Ta-ki). China even
in these early days maintained her position as a civiliz-
ed nation by keeping at bay the predatory tribes of
her frontiers. Of these the most persistent were the
ancestors of the Hiung-nu, or Huns, settled along
the northern and western marches. To fight them,
to make pacts and compromises with them, and to
befriend them with gifts so as to keep them out of the
imperial territories, had been the role of a palatinate
on the western frontier, the duchy of Chou, while
the court of China with its emperor gave itself up to
effeminate luxury. Ghou-sin3s evil practices had
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